
FellowScript Inspiring  
Christian Writers 
Canadawide

InScribe Magazine  •  May 2022

Diversity 
and 

Unity



Priscilla Prints
For original prints at customizable sizes visit www.priscillaprints.com



Contents

Features
Spiritual Gifts Discerned and United • Dayna Mazzuca 6

Keys to Unlock Your Uniqueness • Sandi Somers 11

Tributes to Two Real Life Heroes 12

Infinitely Unique • Tracy Krauss 14

Without Rival • Marion Grace 16

Rest for the Weary Heart • Querida Duncalfe 17

Celebrating Our Uniqueness • Ramona Furst 18

Interview with Grace Fox • Ruth L. Snyder 21

Writing a Clean Novel • 'Reno' Ruth Anderson 22

Columns
Growing Through God's Word • Janis Cox 7

Mini Column • Bob Goodnough  9

Mini Column • Allison Lynn 10

Explore, Dream, Discover • Tandy Balson 15

Increase Your Reach • Ron Hughes 19

RevWords • Bob Jones 20

Understanding How We're Wired to Write 23

Departments
From the Editor 2 

President’s Column 2 

Contacts List 4 

Devotional 5

Vivid Verses 8



2  FellowScript    May  2022

In this issue, we’re celebrating what makes us 
unique and rejoicing in what unites us.

The word diversity can be unsettling for a 
number of reasons. However, God made each 
of us unique. From our ethnicity to our family 
history. From our appearance to our person-
ality. From our natural proclivities to our  

spiritual giftedness.
One of my favourite memories is of a women’s retreat I attend-
ed with my mom. In the weeks leading up to the retreat, Mom 
had a big impact on the life of a new believer, and this young 
Asian woman wanted a picture with me. (She referred to my 
mom as her spiritual mother, making us sisters.) Just before 
Mom snapped the shot, an older Black lady joined us and said, 
“I’m your sister too.” How my heart soars when I think about 
the unity only Jesus can bring!
Guest contributor Querida Duncalfe shares some of the chal-
lenges of being a Black American in her sobering yet hope-
filled piece, “Rest for the Weary Heart.”
Allison Lynn shares “10 Tips for Actually Sitting Down to 
Write,” and Ron Hughes writes about “The Listening Audi-
ence.” Bob Jones writes about “Becoming a Hope Dealer,” and 
Tandy Balson writes about “Becoming a Christian Writer.” 
These four unique individuals join the others who have con-
tributed to this issue of FellowScript.
Our cover was created by Naomi Peters, an  artist  of the 
Caldwell First Nation. We are privileged to feature Naomi’s 
representation of both diversity and unity. 
Naomi’s expansive painting of an Indigenous hoop dancer 
appears on the Gordie Howe International Bridge. You can 
learn more in this article: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
windsor/indigenous-artwork-featured-on-gordie-howe-
bridge-1.5820262 
Plus, you can see more of Naomi’s work on her website: https://
priscillaprints.com/
We do celebrate the diversity that makes us unique, and we 
rejoice in what unites us. Each believer in Jesus Christ has 
equal standing before the Lord. As it says in Galatians 3:26-29 
in the NIV, “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
When we study His Word, we learn that our uniqueness and 
our individuality are to serve two main purposes: 1) to honour 
and glorify the Lord and 2) to bless those He brings into our 
lives and point them to Him.
It is our desire that we feature a wide variety of writers in each 
issue of FellowScript, all while honouring the One who unites 
us in the Saviour.

I’m sitting beside my new summer intern, and 
she’s enthralled with a training video about 

our project management software. Enthralled! 
Who loves watching software tutorials? Anna 
does! I’m relieved because Anna’s enthusiasm 
means she loves organizing and accomplish-
ing tasks more than I do. She is energized by 

getting things done, while too much doing drains me. I need 
people like Anna—and she needs people like me, people who 
have more ideas than time, energy, and attention. 
What energizes you? What drains you? Patrick Lencioni says 
every person has two Working Geniuses, two Competencies, 
and two Frustrations. Rather than fight against our Frustra-
tions, we should try to capitalize on our Geniuses and partner 
with people who complement us. Obviously, we all have to do 
things we don’t like. But what if we understood each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses sooner and planned accordingly? 
Perhaps our work would get done more efficiently and joyfully!
Charity Mongrain is a certified consultant for another assess-
ment I like: the Kolbe. Charity administers these assessments, 
and the insights are golden! She has done 60 Kolbes so far, 
most of them with writers. Very few writers are “simplifiers”; 
they usually like to explain or specify. Sounds about right.
We recently used both the Kolbe and Working Genius assess-
ments with a group of InScribe leaders, and we came away 
better equipped for communicating and collaborating as a 
team.
Assessments fascinate me, but I don’t have to look further than 
the Bible to understand how we are all made in the image of 
God. As members of the Body of Christ, we are all different yet 
interconnected and interdependent. A key value of assessments 
like Working Genius and Kolbe is in helping us understand 
and appreciate how we are uniquely designed by our Creator 
to do His good work.  

From the Ed itor President's Column

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/indigenous-artwork-featured-on-gordie-howe-bridge-1.5820262
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/indigenous-artwork-featured-on-gordie-howe-bridge-1.5820262
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/indigenous-artwork-featured-on-gordie-howe-bridge-1.5820262
https://priscillaprints.com/
https://priscillaprints.com/
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Devotional

Years ago, we had four of 
our young grandchildren 

over for several days. Three 
of them were terrified of the 
dark. When they went to bed, 
they had to have a nightlight 
in their bedrooms. At night, 
we also left the light on in the 
bathroom and left the door 
open. The light revealed that 
there was nothing to fear. It 
also showed them where to 
walk so they wouldn’t stumble 
over or bump into anything. 
The main objective of light 
is to dispel the darkness and 
reveal what can’t be seen in 
the dark. God’s Word talks a 
lot about light. It declares that 
God Himself is light and that, 
in Him, there is no darkness. 
His light reveals sin that is 
not seen in the darkness. 
Sometimes it reveals sin in 
our own lives that needs to be 
dealt with.
God’s Word also tells us we are 
the light of the world. In the 
NIV, Matthew 5:14-16 tells 
us, “You are the light of the 
world. A city on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead, they put it on 
its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see 
our good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven.”
In this world, we are sur-
rounded by darkness that hides 
a multitude of sin. People need 
to see the light of God so they 
can see their sin and, hope-
fully, turn from it. We might 
be the only source of light 
some people see. Our light 

should reveal the love of God 
to others.
In everything we say, do, and 
write, our light should shine. 
Our speech will reveal whether 
we are letting our light shine. 
Our honest dealings with 
others will cause them to see 
our light. Our light will shine 
brightly when we treat others 
with respect and dignity. It is 
not always necessary to witness 
verbally to others for our light 
to shine. 
This is the same for us as 
writers. It is not necessary for 
us to write Christian content 
for our light to shine. C.S. 
Lewis, author of many chil-
dren’s books, such as The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe, is 
quoted as saying, “We don’t 
need more people writing 
‘Christian books.’ What we 
do need is more Christians 

writing good books.” He 
believed that, if you are really 
grounded in the Christian 
faith, this will show through in 
your writing.
The magazine Charisma and 
Christian Life tells us that 
Lewis mentioned in an essay 
that a lot of people seem to 
think that the Narnia books 
were all part of an evangelistic 
or educational plan, but they 
were nothing of the sort. He 
just trusted the images, the 
pictures that came into his 
mind, and made a story based 
on them. He trusted that his 
light would shine in his work. 
Does your light shine for 
others to see the way to God? 
Perhaps someone knows God 
but is stumbling around in 
the dark, lost in grief, shame, 
or discouragement. Perhaps 
our words can light their path 

so they can find healing and 
wholeness in God’s love.
As writers, we have all been 
called to write different 
content, using different forms, 
in different genres and styles. 
No one style or genre is any 
better than another. Let our 
words be our light, whether 
they are written to teach, 
comfort, heal, inform, or 
merely to entertain. Just write 
what God calls you to write 
and let your light shine. †

Ruth Keighley is 
a wife, mother, 
grandmother, 
and great grand-
mother. She loves 
writing, reading, 
and embroidery. 
She has authored 

one book and coauthored 
a second one. She lives in 
Warman, SK.

Let Your Light Shine
By Ruth Keighley
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As Christian writers, there 
is much that unites us! 

We are FOR one another. 
We are HERE for each other. 
And we are SUPPORTIVE 
of the community at large and 
friends in particular. In other 
words, LOVE unites us.

And what about on the 
practical, nuts and bolts end? 
What unites us on this front? 
How do we fit together and 
yet maintain our individual-
ity as writers with something 
only we can offer? To me, this 
seems to be the question. But 
then, I’m reading a Shake-
speare bio right now and so 
may be more reflective and 
monologue-ish than usual.

Still, I stand by the observa-
tion that there are five distinct 
gifts we bring to the table as 
Christian writers. Five unique 
voices we bring to the page, 
stage, or screen. And when all 
five of these understand  
a) their own role and b) the 
role of others, then Voila! We 
have unity without compro-
mising individuality.

Here are the FIVE GIFTS 
we bring to our work: there 
is the Voice/Tone/Approach 
of the Teacher or Scholar. 
This is the writer strong on 
research, facts, and new infor-
mation shared in intriguing 
ways. This is the writer who 
cares about the sources they 
use, who sees him- or herself 
as part of a larger learning 
community, someone keen to 
expand their area of expertise 

and share the joy with others, 
to leave a legacy worth 
reading, worth knowing, and 
worth sharing.

This gift is different than 
the gift of the Pastor, for 
instance. The Pastor’s Voice/
Tone/Approach is more con-
versational in nature. Highly 
relatable. They know where 
you live. They are the keepers 
of stories and always have 
capacity for 20 more. They do 
not mind tangents, rambles, 
and interruptions. To them, 
this is the stuff of life. And 
life is what they’re all about.

And the gift of the Evangelist 
is its own gift as well, as are 
the Apostle and the Prophet. 
I’m taking this list from 
Ephesians 4:11 if you haven’t 
caught the reference in all my 
Shakespearean wannabe-ness. 
But seriously, all five gifts will 
be identifiable and discernable 
a mile away. It’s only when 
we’re not sure what gift we 
bring to the page and/or try 
and be all things to all readers 
that the lines get blurred and 

we tend to lose the clarity 
and impact our Voice/Tone/
Approach would otherwise 
have. 

The Evangelist, like the 
others, does well to lean into 
their gift, which, for him or 
her, is to persuade others to 
act with urgency on causes 
that make the world a better 
place. When a writer rec-
ognizes the main gift, it’s a 
beautiful, powerful thing that 
has its own momentum and 
opens its own doors.

This brings us to the gift of 
the Apostle. This man or 
woman of God is a natural 
leader, mentor, and coach. 
They too are a born story-
teller, but their stories do not 
allow for interruptions. They 
are there to motivate and 
encourage others, to show 
them the way forward. The 
Apostle is all about overcom-
ing obstacles and their Voice/
Tone/Approach matches this 
intentionality to a tee. 

You can hear the personal 
authority the Apostle walks 
in, be it through an adrena-
line-driven story in a tightly 
woven book or a thematic 
podcast. They bring a gift to 
their work that is meant to be 
shared, to bless their reader 
or listener. This is the same 
dynamic for each of the Five 
Gifted Writers but shows up 
differently for each one.

Last but not least there is 
the Voice/Tone/Approach of 
the Prophet. This tends to 

be poetic, sparse, and even 
lyrical. These are the creatives 
who tend to lose their power 
when they stray outside the 
open spaces of creativity 
first, second, and last. They 
are meant to speak from a 
place of deep reflection, with 
insights born from solitude, 
from times alone with God. 
Like the other gifts, this lends 
a certain cadence to their 
work that is clearly discern-
able when you know what to 
look for, read for, or listen for.

Which one of these gifts reso-
nates most clearly with you? 

How might that impact your 
writing?

Here's to all five gifts working 
together and each one leaning 
into their own gift and 
affirming the gifts they see in 
others. Here’s to greater unity 
as we each play our part and 
add it to the whole. †

Dayna Mazzuca 
is a contempla-
tive poet, writer, 
and speaker now 
living in Red Deer, 
Alberta. The Five 

Navigators are the subject of 
her latest book by the same 
name, available on her Book-
stall at www.daynamazzuca.
com Dayna has also written 
10 books of poetry and hosts 
workshops and retreats on 
the subjects of spiritual for-
mation, vocational alignment, 
and the creative life. She’s 
been a member of InScribe for 
as long as she can remember.

Spiritual Gifts Discerned and United
By Dana Mazzuca

There are five 
distinct gifts we 

bring to the table as 
Christian writers. 
Five unique voices 

we bring to the 
page, stage,  
or screen.

http://www.daynamazzuca.com
http://www.daynamazzuca.com
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Growing Through God 's Word

Focus

What is the hardest thing to do? For 
me, the answer is FOCUS.

My mind always wanders. Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram distract me. Family 
distracts. But this is life. I must learn to 
set a time to do certain work. That’s when 
production happens.
I find working in a group very helpful. All 
my groups have a daily goal. Here are the 
ones I run:
1. Growing through God’s Word: We  

read three scriptures a day following  
the lectionary.

2. Studying the Bible Together: We are 
now studying one scripture verse a week 
using a method I developed called The 
SIMPLE Bible Study Method. With 
a planned program, we can get deeper 
into His Word.

3. Monthly Art Creations: We used to 
have a theme a month or day, and we 
have studied masters’ paintings. This 
year, we switched to looking at the same 
verse as in Group Two. In this group, we 
paint the verse.

Other groups inspire me and pray for me:
1. A personal three-person FB Prayer team.
2. A personal writers’ prayer team (email).
3. An authors’ group called Christian 

Book Academy, which prays and 
inspires me.

These people keep me focused on my 
purpose, which is “Feed my lambs.”
Avoiding Distractions
Sometimes distractions are unavoidable. 
Most of those come from the Holy Spirit. 
These are ones we need to listen to. But 
other distractions are not necessary—
when you need to write, to market, to pray, 
or to think.
If I receive too many notifications on my 
phone, I mute my phone.

I’ve taken the feed from Facebook on my 
computer using News Feed Eradicator. I 
only see notifications and search. That way, 
I will not disappear down a rabbit hole. 
I choose something I want to do. For 
instance, write the first draft of this 
column. Then I get going on it—after a 
quick prayer for wisdom.
Let God talk to me as I write. As He gives 
my ideas, I record them. This is especially 
true when I do my morning study. If I 
take time to listen, ideas come quickly. 
There is power in listening to God.
My scripture of the year is Psalm 20:4, 
“May he give you the desire of your heart 
and make all your plans succeed.”
My word for the year is PLAN.
This is not a straightforward task for me. I 
have a zillion things I want to do. I think 
about all of them and don’t start any of 
them. But I am learning to JUST DO IT.
This year, on January 6, I published a 
notebook journal called S.I.M.P.L.E.: 
Study one Bible verse at a time using the 
alphabet. I plan to publish more books this 
year, but I need to focus on one project at 
a time to get them finished.
Where do I struggle?
1. Deciding what to do next. That’s why a 

prayer time with God is essential. He 

can give step-by-step instructions. I am 
new to this, but I am learning.

2. I struggle with sitting down to do what 
I know I should do. There are so many 
other things I could do that might be 
more fun. For instance, when I know 
I need to set up the daily threads for 
the next month, I put it off. I dislike 
repetitive tasks. When I need to set up 
marketing memes… I have the tools, 
but not the drive to do it.

3. I don’t always write things down. If I 
did, then I could check things off my 
list when I got them done. I put an app 
on my phone. I faithfully recorded tasks 
in this app for one week. Then I forgot. 

Do you have trouble with productiv-
ity because of distractions? I pray we 
can focus on doing the work for God’s 
purpose. †

Janis Cox started writing in 
her journal to learn more 
about her faith. She is an 
award-winning author/
illustrator of Tadeo Turtle 
and The Kingdom of Thrim. 
Currently she has published 
eight books under the name 

Butterfly Beacons. She is a creative cata-
lyst who encourages Christians to learn 
God’s Word through creativity and study. 
You can reach her at www.janiscox.com

How to Make Production Happen
By Janis Cox

http://www.janiscox.com
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Vivid  Verses

Here I Stand By
By Janis Cox

Different Wings
By Reno Anderson

What Do You See?
By Carol Harrison

Psalm 26:12

"My feet stand on level ground 
In the great assembly I will praise the 

LORD."

As I stand firm
In God's truth

The world may sway
But here I stand

I wait
For my next step

The goal He set before me
Is to excite others
To read His Word

Nothing can knock me over
Not even a cancer diagnosis

Because I have Jesus
Surrounding me.

October 4, 2021

Sitting next to me, 
She aimlessly

Underlines sentences in her book

Her disability overwhelms her,
And her pen does not stop.

How does she fly? Anywhere? What can 
she hope and dream?

She hugs everyone; delights in hugs.
Hugs give her wings to soar 

Above all she endures

And her bedroom in the care home has 
no boundaries

What an Artist Gives
By Mary Grace van der Kroef

She started with the whitest sheet,
Epitome of incomplete.

So her words began to drip,
Completion with it also slipped.

Human intensity,
Splashed the page in empathy.

Jumbled pinks with browns to shade.
Blues of descending hues arrayed.

It leached all, left her gray,
As hid behind the curtain fay.

Work complete, feeling weak,
Departing, finding empty streets.

She walked alone beneath the sky,
Breathing in as time let fly.

As the sunset kissed her face,
Flush across her cheeks raced.

So God filled his empty vessel,
Leaving heart with sparks to wrestle.

What do you see
When you look at me?

My face, my size,
Colour of my eyes.

My clothes, my shoes,
Newest tattoos

My nails, my spots
Or my latest coif?

O won’t you see
When you look at me

Past all the masks
And multiple tasks
Way deep inside

What I try to hide
The hurts, the fears

My unshed tears
The trials, the pain

Rejected again.
What do you see

When you look at me?

Autumn 2021
By Janet Sketchley

Baby girl
    nestled in the womb

    swelling
    unfurling

    Tree bud to leaf
    New life

Elder man
    weary in the world

    shrinking
    curling

    Tree leaf to flight
    Eternal life
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Mini Column

Praise for Your Greatest Life
More than an aid and assist; it was and continues to be, deeply 
ministering. The spiritual truths of God’s word and kingdom living 
are alive on these pages; like ready food for your soul. Although 
presented as straightforward, no-nonsense, and crucial spiritual 
information Marion embodies an embraceable, raw, and personally 
transparent spirit. She is your friend in the room with you.  This book 
is a screaming declaration of God and everything he is; right there in 
the fight of your life.

— Debbie Eddy, Calgary AB

This book is the story of Marion Grace's journey through mental, 
emotional, and spiritual darkness to a place of hope and healing. 
Marion created an open space in her life for God to work by engaging 
the power of God's promises in Scripture and the power of praise and 
worship. She experienced emotional and mental healing from her past 
and physical healing in the present. Marion's account of hopelessness 
and helplessness during some of the most desperate times of her life 
will resonate with many of us. We've been there. Marion shares her 
scriptures of healing and promise and invites us to begin our journey 
toward wholeness. This book is full of encouragement and hope, and I 
highly recommend it.

 — Rev. Ruth Tonn, M.Div

Pete and Sam have been friends for 
more years than they can remember. 

Now they are sitting in their rocking 
chairs on the patio of their retirement 
home, discussing the distressing state of 
the world. 
“Yes,” Sam says, “all the world has gone 
mad except for me and you.” The creaking 
of his rocking chair slows, then stops. He 
looks over at his friend, “And sometimes I 
wonder about you.”
Am I going to be like one of those old 
men? How can I avoid it when the news 
constantly reinforces my knowledge that 
everything around me is becoming worse 
by the day? What does it take to break the 
spell of dreary, defeatist news reporting?

For it is a spell. The news has a mesmeriz-
ing effect on us, making us believe that the 
world has never been as corrupt and scary 
a place as it is today.
Except that it has. Two thousand years 
ago, Jesus walked this earth, displaying 
and teaching the power and love of God. 
The religious and political powers of the 
day could not tolerate the message. So, 
they conspired to kill the Messenger. Yet 
Paul tells us that Jesus triumphed over the 
forces of evil by the very cross meant to 
silence Him (Colossians 2:15).
How did He do that? Hanging on the 
cross, to human eyes defeated, he said, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). And through 

those words, the victory of the powers of 
darkness turned to defeat.
Forgiveness is the most powerful weapon 
available to a Christian. Through forgive-
ness, we can break the spell that renders us 
fearful and powerless. Through forgiveness, 
we can love and live victoriously without 
fear, anger, or suspicion. †

Bob Goodnough is a vintage prairie boy 
living south of Delisle with his wife and 
two cats and not far from his daughter, 
son-in-law, and four grandchildren. He 
became a Christian in 1970 and endeav-
ours to write for the glory of the Saviour in 
both English and French.

Breaking the Spell
By Bob Goodnough
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“It’s not the writing part that’s hard. What’s 
hard is sitting down to write.”

~ Steven Pressfield

So true! We could write pages and pages, 
if only we could stop doing “stuff ” and 

just get ourselves into our writing chair!
Here are ten tips to actually get yourself to 
sit down and write:
1. At the end of the day, leave your chair 

slightly pulled out. It’ll look like it’s 
inviting you to sit and write. 

2. Put your dog on your lap and let him 
fall asleep. You can’t move when your 
pet is napping on you! Start writing.

3. Have a jar of candy on your desk. Who 
won’t sit for candy?

4. Make a sign for your door: “Writing. Do 
Not Disturb.” No one comes in until the 
writing is done.

5. Make a delicious beverage. Tell yourself 
the only place you’re allowed to enjoy it 
is at your desk.

6. Don’t actually sit! Write a paragraph on 
your phone while supper is cooking.  
Go for a walk and dictate into a 
message app.

7. The laundry can wait. Or the dishes.  
Or the lawn. Or whatever non-urgent 
thing is suddenly so urgent. Your 
writing is more important. Make the 
other stuff wait.

8. Peer pressure! Find a writing friend and 
text each other, “Did you sit and write 
today?”

9. Open your computer or journal. That’s 
it; just open it up. It’s amazing how 
something as simple as touching your 
writing tools will inspire your hands and 
your ideas. 

10. Shake things up. Try writing in your 
favourite cafe, your church sanctu-
ary, your back porch, or even in your 
bathtub! 

No matter what, just sit down! Then let 
the magic flow.  †

Allison Lynn is drawn to 
the power of story to grow 
hearts and communities. 
Allison and her husband, 
Gerald Flemming, form the 
award-winning music duo, 
Infinitely More.

Allison has two stories in the brand new 
Chicken Soup for the Soul anthologies: 
Believe in Angels and Kindness Matters. 
www.InfinitelyMore.ca

10 Tips for Actually Sitting Down to Write
By Allison Lynn

Mini Column

It's

to
time
write

http://www.InfinitelyMore.ca
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write

Keys to Unlock Your Uniqueness
By Sandi Somers

Be unique. Be different. Be you. 
~Dr. Seuss~

When Theodor Geisel (1904-1991) 
attended college, he became editor 

of the college’s humour magazine, Jack-o-
Lantern, but was fired after being caught 
drinking. However, he continued to write 
for the magazine, adopting his mother’s 
surname, Seuss, and giving himself a self-
granted doctorate. 
Dr. Seuss was interested in writing for chil-
dren, but his first major book, And to Think 
I Saw it On Mulberry Street, was rejected 
by 27 or more publishers (depending on 
source). Just as he was ready to burn the 
manuscript, he received word that a small 
publisher had accepted it. 
Although this book didn’t sell many 
copies, Dr. Seuss continued writing. About 
20 years later, an article in Life magazine 
claimed that most children’s reading 
primers such as the Dick and Jane series 
were dull and boring and children weren’t 
challenged. Houghton Mifflin Publishing 
challenged Dr. Seuss, "Write me a story 
that first graders can't put down!"  
Dr. Seuss struggled with limiting himself 
to 200 words that first graders could read. 
Eventually he created a picture book using 
236 words, a book we know as The Cat in 
the Hat. Published in 1957, it became an 
instant bestseller.
Later, Bennet Cerf, founder of Random 
House, bet Dr. Seuss $50 that he couldn’t 
write another entertaining children’s book 
using only 50 words. Green Eggs and Ham 
was created. To date, it has sold more than 
200 million copies.
Dr. Seuss went on to publish more than 60 
children's books. These included a number 
of easy-to-read chapter books with the 
pseudonym of Theo LeSieg (Geisel 
spelled backwards). He was awarded many 
honours, including the 1984 Pulitzer 
Prize for his lifetime contribution to the 

education and enjoyment of America’s 
children and their parents, an award that 
he said flabbergasted him.  
He was also included in 2010’s Life 
Books: 100 People Who Changed the 
World as a “cultural icon” who “enter-
tained America’s young with his rollicking 
rhymes, nutty narratives, and playful but 
artful pictures” where “educational science 
collided with whimsy.” Today, the Read 
Across America Day on March 2 honours 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday. 
Dr. Seuss often said that the secret of 
success is to embrace one’s uniqueness. In 
his book, Horton Hears a Who, he wrote: 
Today you are you; that is truer than true.
There is no one alive who is you-er than you.
It was said that “this quote from Dr. Seuss 
speaks to the essence of what we mean 
when we talk about vocation. Vocation is 
not simply the work (paid or otherwise) 
that we do but is more deeply rooted in 
finding and expressing our unique voice in 
the world.”
Dr. Seuss inspired me with the following 
principles for writing in our unique style 
and voice: 
• God has a pre-planned purpose for 

you as much as He had for the Apostle 

Paul, who wrote, “But even before I was 
born, God chose me and called me by 
His marvelous grace…so that I would 
proclaim the Good News about Jesus” 
(Galatians 1:15-16a NLT). 

• Discover God’s unique message for 
you. God has given you a message only 
you can give the world. If you haven’t 
discovered God’s message for you, take 
time with the Lord to find your niche. 
Encourage others to keep pursuing their 
talents and vision.  

• Don’t give up. Often when we’re ready 
to give up, God comes through with 
His answer.  Look back over your 
creative life to discover where God met 
you at these moments. How did He 
encourage you to persevere? 

• Discover how to express your uniqueness 
within constraints. Every creative person 
works within limitations. Dr. Seuss’s 
constraints involved working with few 
words. Yours may be daily time limits, 
other responsibilities, illness, or a myriad 
of other reasons. However, if you treat 
your limitations as challenges instead of 
enemies, they will inspire your creativity 
as you work within them.

God carefully crafted everyone with a 
unique message for the world. Believe 
God for your vision, persevere in your 
purpose, and accept your constraints. As 
you do so, He will unlock your future.  †

1 https://www.biography.com/news/dr-seuss-green-eggs-and-ham-bet  
Accessed January 13, 2021.

2 https://www.drseussart.com/bioaccolades  Accessed January 13, 2021.
3 https://www.livingcompass.org/wwow/no-one-youer-than-you.

Accessed January 14, 2021.

Sandi Somers is a former 
teacher in Colombia, South 
America, and an English as a 
Second Language instructor. 
Her current writing passion 
includes prayer, the writing 
life, and growing our faith and 

love for the Lord. This article was adapted 
from her collection of stories of creative 
individuals who inspire us.

https://www.biography.com/news/dr-seuss-green-eggs-and-ham-bet
https://www.drseussart.com/bioaccolades
https://www.livingcompass.org/wwow/no-one-youer-than-you.Accessed
https://www.livingcompass.org/wwow/no-one-youer-than-you.Accessed
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When Deb Willows was born, 
there were no support systems 
in place, no help for parents 
who chose to raise their children 
with cerebral palsy rather than 
institutionalize them. But Deb’s 
parents didn’t let that deter them. 
Their love and support paved 
the way for Deb to become a 
trailblazing Paralympian, the 
first bocci ball coach with cerebral 
palsy, an author, and so much 
more. 
Deb’s parents, Marg and Dan 
Willows, are now with the Lord. 
Below are Deb’s heartwarm-
ing tributes to two very special 
people, superheroes in my books. 
~ Steph Beth Nickel, coauthor of 
Deb’s memoir, Living Beyond 
My Circumstances

Tribute to Marg Willows
On November 26, 2019, my 
world was rocked. My mother 
was taken home to be with 
Jesus.  This was my tribute to 
her. It was read at her funeral.
“Her children stand and bless 
her. Her husband praises her: 
There are many virtuous and 
capable women in the world, 
but you surpass them all!" 
(Proverbs 31:28-29 NLT)
We met when she was 21. She 
was an ordinary person, but 
her smile would warm up the 
coldest day. She loved choco-
late, ice cream, black coffee, 
and making things with her 
hands. She always made time 
to listen and help others.
She knew nothing about cere-
bral palsy, but she was willing 
to learn. She pushed me to 
work hard, but at the same 

time, she accepted my limita-
tions and loved me for who I 
was.  When the world told me 
I could not succeed, she told 
me to try.  Mom would not 
let me use the words “I can’t.”  
She made me try everything 
at least once.  Sometimes her 
friends would get upset with 
her because she wouldn’t help 
me, but her perseverance made 
me who I am today.
Even before my sports career 
began, she was my biggest 

cheerleader! She was always 
encouraging and pushing 
me to go further. Even my 
staff gets frustrated with me 
because they want to help me, 
but because of my mom, I am 
determined to do things on my 
own as much as I possibly can.
She took me to Pioneer Girls 
at our church. I loved to earn 
badges, but I was concerned 
I could not get my hiking 
badge. But she made sure I 
could by carrying me on her 

back through the woods with 
the other girls. Then I had to 
light a fire to finish the badge. 
The other leaders said not to 
worry about lighting the fire, 
but Mom insisted that I would 
do it if I wanted to complete 
the requirements. She got me 
to hold the match in my front 
teeth and brought the box up 
close so I could strike it. Then 
I leaned down, dropping the 
match on the paper and the 
fire was lit.

Tributes to Two Real Life Heroes
By Deb Willows

Deb Willows with her parents, Marg and Dan Willows
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Mom looked after me every 
day for the first 25 years of my 
life: getting me up and dressed 
every morning, bathing me, 
feeding me, getting me ready 
for bed. She could not call in 
sick. The doctors told her to 
give me up and put me in an 
institution, but she would not.
Mom had a sense of humour. 
She wanted me to experience 
life. One morning when she 
was getting me out of bed (I 
am not a morning person), she 
sat me on the toilet with the 
seat up, which resulted in me 
plunging into the cold water, 
waking me up rather abruptly. 
When I looked at her with a 
questioning, shocked look, she 
just laughed and said, “I just 
thought you should experience 
this!”
Mom travelled to many of 
my sports events. The biggest 
event was the 1984 Paralym-
pics in New York, where she 
proudly carried around the 
Canadian flag. During the 
wheelchair soccer game that I 
was playing in, she was inter-
viewed on TSN. To this day, I 
don’t know what she said, but 
that interview was a highlight 
of this trip for her.
On Tuesday, God called Mom 
home. She has left a big hole 
in our family and in my heart, 
but I know she is with her 
Saviour and Lord.
Thanks, Mom. You’re the best! 
See you soon.

Tribute to Dan Willows
“As a father has compassion on 
his children, so the Lord has 
compassion on those who  
fear Him.”  Psalm 103:13

It often boggles my mind 
that Dad was a great father, 
husband, leader, and teacher! 
Dad’s father died from a work-
related injury when Dad was 
two years old. He was raised 
by his mom, who had a small 
income.
Dad was strong in his faith, 
always putting God first in his 
life and teaching us to do the 
same. He always read a Bible 
story to us at the dinner table 
despite the many distractions. 
The phone often rang during 
devotions. Dad would take 
it off the hook and stuff it in 
the towel drawer. (This was 
long before cell phones.) He 
was faithful in his own daily 
reading of God’s Word. When 
I was 13, he began encourag-
ing me to read my Bible each 

day. He bought me a devo-
tional and would ask me each 
day if I had read it.
When I was young, before 
I received a wheelchair, he 
carried me everywhere. He 
was always trying to make my 
life a little easier. His hands 
were always big, strong, and 
rough, and he always smelled 
of wood. From as far back as I 
can remember, my dad loved 
to work with wood—and he 
could make anything. 
Because I could not use my 
hands, I fed myself by bending 
down and getting the food 
off my plate with my mouth. 
One day Dad made me a toast 
holder out of wood. Another 
time he made an ice cream 
cone holder. Sunday evenings 

were fun. After church he 
would make milkshakes or ice 
cream sundaes for all of us. It 
was the only thing he could 
make that was not wooden, 
although sometimes there were 
wood splinters in the milk-
shake if the wooden spoon hit 
the blades!
Dad always loved me the way 
I was. He never expected less 
from me and always encour-
aged me to be the best I could 
be. He loved to help me do 
things that were not expected 
or accessible. One time at 
Disney World in Florida, he 
was so excited that I was able 
to go on a ride that had been 
inaccessible the last time we 
went that he ran with me 
in my wheelchair towards 
a moving ramp. My foot 
plates hit the ramp and I was 
catapulted out of my chair 
and onto the moving ramp. I 
heard a lady yell, “I think she’s 
dead.” I was still alive and not 
hurt. The thing I was most 
upset about was the rip in my 
shirt. 
I am so blessed to have had a 
daddy who was handpicked for 
me by God. Thank you, Dad, 
for living for the Lord, for 
being real, and for showing us 
how to live for God. Someday 
in heaven I will dance first 
with my Lord Jesus, then with 
my daddy.  †

Deb Willows is a 
trailblazing Para-
lympian, the first 
bocci ball coach 
with cerebral 
palsy, author, 
and much more. 

She and her service dog, Koda, 
live in Northern Ontario, 
Canada.

Deb Willows with her parents, Marg and Dan Willows
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I love the idea of celebrating 
our uniqueness. I think it’s 

more important now than 
ever. God is the author of 
infinite variety. So, of course, 
it stands to reason that He 
made us all unique. Unfortu-
nately, some folks only join 
the celebration until they feel 
uncomfortable. I’m not talking 
about sin. The Bible has very 
definite standards when it 
comes to morality. 
I’m talking about prefer-
ences: music, politics, worship 
styles… topics that are not 
actually eternal but continue 
to divide us. It comes down to 
the basic misconception that 
unity and uniformity are the 
same thing. 
Let’s talk food for a moment. 
I am one of those people who 
hates cilantro. To me it takes 
like soap. Honestly, I could lick 
a bar of Zest and get the same 
result. However, I realize not 
everyone reacts the same. Even 
lower on my Blech List are 
oysters. They are slimy and foul 
in my opinion. My husband, 
on the other hand, loves them 
in any form. Smoked, canned, 
raw… pretty much any way 
you can eat them. After so 
many years together, we have 
an understanding. Go ahead 
and eat your oysters. Just don’t 
expect me to kiss you afterward!
It wasn’t that long ago that 
Christians were divided over 
things like movies, playing 
cards, and dancing. I didn’t 
grow up in the church. So, 
I was surprised as a twenty-
something newbie when I 

considered joining a local 
church and read their constitu-
tion. It specifically banned all 
three. When my husband and 
I talked to the pastor about it, 
he said nobody bothered with 
that anymore, so not to worry. 
The denomination in question 
simply hadn’t updated their 
constitution since the 1930s. 
Despite his reassurances, we 
didn’t join that church. We still 
attended but couldn’t, in good 
conscience, pledge to abstain 
from things we felt were 
innocuous. Since then, we’ve 
come across similar debates 
around alcohol. And don’t 
even get me started when it 
comes to the gifts of the Spirit! 
Looking for a hot button 
topic? Oh boy! 
I was fortunate to be raised 
by a bit of a maverick. So, 
being “unique” doesn’t scare 
me the way it might scare 
some people. My mother was 
quite possibly the most unique 

person I’ve ever known.  
She was an artist and free 
thinker who rarely did things 
in a typical way. She was a 
hipster before that was even 
a thing! Our family fondly 
calls it “the Doreen Method,” 
which roughly translates to 
“winging it.”
When I was a child, her flam-
boyance was sometimes embar-
rassing. I won’t go into details, 
but I know all about health-
food-crazes/yoga-every-morn-
ing/tissue-salts-for-ailments/
meditating… (the-list-goes-
on). Some people thought she 
was crazy; others were inspired. 
Thankfully, her curiosity 
eventually led her to Jesus, and 
her fervent prayers dragged all 
five of her children into the 
kingdom, sometimes kicking 
and screaming.
I know God has a sense of 
humour because He continues 
to teach me important lessons 
about embracing uniqueness 

from the opposite end of the 
spectrum. As Pentecostal 
ministers, my husband and I 
embrace certain freedoms in 
terms of worship style and 
other expressions of our faith. 
We raised our children that 
way. They’ve seen it all at camp 
meetings and so forth and 
experienced some powerful 
moves of God along the way. 
However, two of our daughters 
now attend what I consider to 
be a very conservative church. 
Liturgy, hymnals, and various 
traditional elements abound. 
At first, I was skeptical—
maybe even hurt if I dare to 
admit it. This wasn’t how they 
were raised!
I think that’s the point. I have 
come to love and appreciate 
the beauty of their church’s 
services and the people are 
so genuine and caring. What 
more could a mother want 
for her children? I also have a 
totally new perspective on what 
it means to show reverence. 
Perhaps that’s why God made 
us each unique. In embracing 
our differences, we get a small 
glimpse of His infinity, and 
that’s not something to  
take lightly.  †

Tracy Krauss is a 
multi-published 
novelist and 
playwright living 
in northern BC. 
As former presi-
dent of InScribe, 
she loves the 

unique voice that FellowScript 
brings to the Christian writers' 
conversation.

Infinitely Unique
By Tracy Krauss
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Explore. Dream. Discover

“I’d like to join your 
writer’s group,” she said. 

“I’m not a Christian writer, 
though. So, would I still be 
allowed to join?” 
After asking a few questions, 
I assured this woman she 
would be welcome. “You’re a 
Christian and a writer. So, that 
makes you a Christian writer.” 
Many people think you have 
to write devotions or nonfic-
tion books interpreting biblical 
truth in order to be classified 
as a Christian writer. I used to 
be one of them. Now I know 
this is simply not the case.
My first writings were short, 
true-life stories that ended 
with a biblical interpretation. 
At the time, I knew these 
were Christian-themed, but 
since they did not have deep 
theological roots, I had no 
idea they would be called 
devotionals. 
When someone told me I was 
writing devotionals, I mistak-
enly believed it was this style 
of writing that allowed me to 
be called a Christian writer. 
The first Christian writers’ 
conference I attended was 
a huge awakening to the 
multitude of genres produced 
by writers who were Christian. 
Although it also opened my 
eyes to the possibilities before 
me, several years passed before 
I was willing to step out of the 
safe little niche I’d carved out 
for myself.
One day a non-Christian 
friend asked if I’d consider 
writing my devotional style 
pieces without scripture or 
direct reference to God. She’d 

been one of the first to encour-
age my writing and now told 
me she always stopped reading 
before she reached the Bible 
stuff. I didn’t see how I could 
do what she asked. The Lord 
graciously gave me a message 
to share, and I was not going 
to leave Him out of it. 

I talked it over with a mentor 
from InScribe. She assured 
me I could include His 
message without mentioning 
His name. Her words, “You 
can be like C.S. Lewis and 
bring the readers in through 
the back door.” She gave me 
the permission I needed to 
move forward with a clear 
conscience. 

Without realizing it, I had 
fallen back into thinking, “I 
need to write a certain style 
to be a Christian writer.” 
Why did I think it was fine 
for others to write in different 
genres but not me?
Since Jesus lives in my heart, 
when I write from my heart, 
He is present in the words. It 
was that simple.
As well as devotional style, 
I have added inspirational 
stories, memoir, and creative 
nonfiction to my writing 
styles. Some magazine articles 
have rounded out my nonfic-
tion writings. I’ve also dabbled 
in poetry, flash fiction, and 
humour. Once I stopped limit-
ing myself, new challenges 

and opportunities presented 
themselves.
The only fiction I’ve attempted 
is flash fiction. I admire those 
who write novels but haven’t 
the imagination to create 
complex characters and set-
tings. Hats off to those who 
write historical fiction, cozy 
mystery, romance, fantasy, and 
in many other genres. You 
give us a welcome respite from 
everyday life as we enter into 
the lives and experiences of 
your characters. I am an avid 
reader, and you have provided 
me many hours of enjoyment.
Those of you who write YA or 
children’s books have a special 
skill.  Not only do you have the 
imagination of fiction writers 
but also are able to relate to 
the age level of your young 
readers.  I discovered how 
difficult this is when I had an 
idea for a children’s book!
Not every genre is the right fit 
for every writer. Whether we 
write books, devotions, plays, 
songs, blogs, curriculum, news-
paper columns, or magazine 
articles, we have the ability to 
make a difference. I am blessed 
to be counted, along with you, 
as part of the fellowship of 
Christian writers.  †

Tandy Balson is a 
mother, grand-
mother, friend, 
volunteer, and 
observer of life.  
She is the author of 
Inspirations from 
the Everyday and 

Dragonflies, Snowdrifts & Spice 
Cake. Tandy also blogs twice a 
week and is a sought-after inspi-
rational speaker. Find out more 
at www.timewithtandy.com

Becoming a Christian Writer
By Tandy Balson

http://www.timewithtandy.com
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Without Rival
By Marion Grace

The quest for uniqueness seems to be 
an obsession in today’s world. People 

are desperate to be seen, heard, and feel 
special. Some even go to such lengths as to 
invent a trait or alter themselves in some 
way. The sad thing is that it can be a facade 
to hide who they really are because they 
feel, or have been told, there is something 
wrong with them. 
One of the beautiful things about being in 
Christ is knowing I was made and became 
who I am on purpose and for a purpose. 
Who I am is a gift from God to be given 
back as a gift to Him. 
Of all the definitions of the word unique, 
I love this particular description: without 
rival, as it describes who we are in the 
heart of Father God. We are each His 
unique creation, and there is no competi-
tion with us for the love in His heart. 
There is no one he loves more. 
I learned this about God when I was at 
my lowest point. I had been an angry, 
cynical, depressed, and blatantly disobedi-
ent woman for a long time. I felt that God 
had let me down and there was something 
about me that He just didn’t like. Can 
anyone relate? 
My inner mess got so bad it led to a stage 
four cancer diagnosis, at which point 
everything in me changed. I did not want 
to die. So, even in the state I was in, I ran 
to God and asked Him to take me back. I 
repented of all those disobedient years and 
jumped back into His arms boldly  
and unashamedly. 
Not only did He carry me, love me, 
strengthen me, and bring healing, but He 
lifted me to a wonderful ministry of being 
a Christian author and speaker. He called 
me just the way I was, with all my per-
sonality flaws. I was amazed that He did 
not seem the least bit put off by my mess. 
In fact, some of those quirks made me a 
better and more relatable writer. 

I am sure we have all felt a little inferior at 
times because we don’t seem to measure up 
to the image of the perfect Christian. You 
know what I mean, that sweet saint so and 
so who always seems to be patient, kind, 
loving, and forgiving. They never ruffle 
anyone's feathers, never appear disheveled, 
and always have time to volunteer with 
good Christian deeds. 
This is so not me. I struggle with patience, 
and ooey-gooey love displays are foreign 
to me. Forgiveness—wow—what a faith 
struggle. I am more the bold, blunt, raw, 
bull in a china shop kind of person who is 
not afraid to say what needs to be said. I 
do not fit into the traditional mould, but 
God uses me. 
Through my difficult experiences, I became 
exactly what God needed me to be to do 
what He called me to do. My personality 
quirks and seeming flaws are exactly right 
for my unique ministry. I deal with a lot of 
hard issues and things that are often swept 
under the rug. So, I come under criticism 
sometimes. If I were the sweet or soft type, 
I would not be able to effectively fulfill  
my calling. 
I have learned to embrace who I am in all 
my “differentness.” I trust you will as well. 
What are your unique character traits that 
will set you apart from others and give you 
a voice? I challenge you to look at them 

and imagine how God could use those 
traits for His glory, even if you think they 
are flaws, quirks, or things too far outside 
the box. 
There is a segment of the population that 
will only relate to you in the experience 
and relatability you bring. You are an 
amazing masterpiece of the Creator and a 
beautiful expression of some part of Him 
that the world needs to see.  
Your personality and experiences will give 
you unique and valuable insights. Have 
you been scribbling your thoughts in a 
journal for years and dream of writing a 
book? Write it! Do you have a song? Sing 
it. Has your delving into God’s Word 
to save your life brought you significant 
revelation? Preach it. 
Do not ever feel inferior because you are 
different. We are all just gloves of various 
sizes and shapes that God puts His hand 
into. Be bold, be courageous, and never 
forget that God is constantly rejoicing 
over you with singing. †

Marion Grace is an author, 
speaker, and encourager. 
Her ministry focuses on 
the overcoming Christian 
life through the freedom 
in God's outrageous love. 
Marion and her husband live 
in Nova Scotia. https://www.
mariongrace.ca/

https://www.mariongrace.ca/
https://www.mariongrace.ca/
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Rest for the Weary Heart
By Querida Duncalfe

For many Black Americans, 
and for people of African 

descent across the world, it’s a 
difficult time to be part of the 
church.
When the summer of 2020 
arrived, it brought with 
it social unrest due to the 
murders of Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor, and George 
Floyd. Many of us sat in rapt 
attention as our friends and 
neighbours took to the streets 
in protest, to demand justice 
for their families and reform of 
the systems that placed them 
in harm’s way.
Black Christians turned to the 
pulpit for acknowledgment of 
our grief and to be comforted 
with the peace that passes all 
understanding, which we know 
can come only from our  
Great Comforter.
But instead of receiving the 
ineffable beauty of the solace 
and blessed assurance we 
sought, many of us received 
the ashes of deflection, the 
clanging cymbal of hollow 
calls for unity, and most 
resounding of all, silence.
It is, indeed, hard to feel 
encouraged when all around 
you are ashes and blood, 
desolation and trauma.
And yet.
As one of my favourite verses 
in the Bible reads, we can 
know this for sure: “The Lord 
your God is with you, the 
Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in 
you; in his love he will no 
longer rebuke you, but will 
rejoice over you with singing” 
(Zephaniah 3:17 NIV).

Whether we are called to stay 
in church spaces that don’t 
affirm our humanity by stand-
ing in solidarity when Black 
bodies are slain… 
Whether we exit our beloved 
church homes because we feel 
called into the wilderness—
certain of the calling even if we 
are uncertain of our ultimate 
destination… 
Whether we navigate an in-
between space, unable as yet 
to determine the path forward 
that will yield the healing our 
hearts need…
We can take comfort in Scrip-
ture’s promise that our lives 
matter so much to God that, 
in the midst of our sorrow, 
God is rejoicing, saving, and 
singing over us.
And while we listen and wait 
for God’s leading to evidence 
itself in our churches and 
communities, we can hold our 
heads high as we hang onto 
hope.

• We can turn to the cloud of 
witnesses who have paved 
the way to physical and 
spiritual liberation before 
us. From Charles Octavius 
Boothe to Harriett Tubman, 
we stand on the shoulders of 
Black Christians who have 
put their faith into action in 
order to see justice done on 
Earth as it is in heaven.

• We can root ourselves firmly 
in the beauty of our church 
tradition, knowing that, even 
when laws made teaching 
Black people to read illegal, 
Black people of faith found a 
way to learn, read, and spread 
the truth of God’s Word. 
Redacted portions of Scrip-
ture in slave Bibles couldn’t 
keep from Black believers 
the holy, liberating nature of 
God’s Word.

• We can rest, knowing that 
nothing surprises God. Not a 
life cut down at a young age. 
Not an out-of-touch church 

failing to speak or act against 
injustice. Not a bone-weary 
Black Christian leaving a 
church to save their soul.

We may choose to stay in 
physical churches that we hope 
to reform from within, joining 
with our spiritual siblings to 
do the good work of construct-
ing a multifaceted, holy unity.
Or…
We may choose to leave the 
spiritual spaces that have left us 
bruised and hurt, knowing God 
will meet us where we are.
No matter what this season of 
life brings to our personal lives 
or to our community, we can 
take heart. 
Every birth, death, and life 
matters to the God who made us. 
We are loved, seen, and held 
by God, who will always come 
to our aid, interceding for us 
with groans that words cannot 
express. Within the all-
consuming, all-knowing divine 
mystery of Creator God are our 
comfort, hope, and strength.
Amen. †

Querida Duncalfe 
was born and 
raised in Dallas, 
Texas, and now 
resides in East 
Texas with her 
husband and 

two sons. After ten years of 
teaching high school English, 
she left the classroom to 
become a full-time writer, 
podcast host, and commu-
nity activist. She writes about 
race, faith, identity, and their 
intersections on her blog, 
Something True, and in her 
forthcoming book, Peace by 
Piece: Unlearning Racial Bias.
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Celebrating Our Uniqueness
By Ramona Furst

Growing up in the Central 
African Republic, I stood 

out. My childhood friend never 
had trouble locating me. She, 
a black African child, simply 
looked for a girl her own age 
who was white with brilliant 
long red hair. 

One day I determined to erase 
my unique and embarrassing 
differences and searched for 
something black to cover up 
my white skin. The soot from 
the wood stove did not stay on 
as I scooped and spread the 
fine dust on my skin. Rebecca, 
meanwhile, stood by watching 
me, covering her mouth with 
her hands as she giggled. 

I can still see my eight-year-
old self later that day climbing 
into an old gasoline barrel that 
had been used for storage and 
shouting out to my friend in 
our own made-up language, 
“I’ll be just like you!” Later 
I was told I had found shoe 
polish that must have been 
sent to Africa in the 1940s.

It took some time before 
Rebecca and I could twist open 
the rusted, dented container of 
polish. I had no idea what it 
was, but the symbol on the jar 
indicated it held a black con-
coction of some kind. As I gave 
instructions to Rebecca to use 
her fingers and put the dried up 
polish (with a bit of her spit) 
on my head, we heard a voice 
saying, “Don’t you dare!”

My mother grabbed the polish 
away from me as I clung to her 

crying, “I don’t want to be me. 
I want to be like Rebecca.”

The desire to be anything but 
what I was uniquely born to 
be plagued me throughout my 
childhood. I could never fit in. 
I was too tall, too fat, or too 
quiet, liked strange things, or 
was not smart enough. Years 
later, when I was married and 
had two small children, I heard 
my then five-year-old daugh-
ter, dressed in a clown costume 
for Halloween, say, “I don’t 
want to be a clown! I want to 
be me!”

Two worlds collided. My past 
and present provided a teach-
able moment for myself and 
for my daughter. “I’m glad you 
want to be yourself. Do you 
have any idea who Naomi is?” 

She surprised me with insights 
beyond her years. Laughing 
she said, “I like to eat. I like 
the water. And I want to make 
people happy.”

At forty-two, Naomi continues 
to pursue all those unique 
traits. Often our conversations 
by text or on the phone are 
about food. She is a self-pro-
claimed foodie who balances 
work as a massage therapist 
with plenty of time to surf. 
My daughter embraced what 
it meant to be herself early in 
life, unlike her mother. 

As my children grew, I began 
to realize the Old and New 
Testament stories were made 
of men and women who were 
flawed, unique, and wonderful-
ly human like I was. God had 

chosen each person because of 
their unique character traits. 

Commentaries, for example, 
suggest that Moses lived to be 
120 years old and was approxi-
mately 80 when he confronted 
Pharaoh. Scripture shows us 
that God does not rush to 
prepare a person for ministry. 
All He wants is our willingness 
to be obedient to His call.

The older I get, the more I 
appreciate Romans 12:4-8, 
“Just as our bodies have 
many parts and each part 
has a special function, so it 
is with Christ’s body. We are 
many parts of one body, and 
we all belong to each other. 
In his grace, God has given 
us different gifts for doing 
certain things well. So if God 
has given you the ability to 
prophesy, speak out with as 
much faith as God has given 
you. If your gift is serving 
others, serve them well. If you 
are a teacher, teach well. If your 
gift is to encourage others, be 
encouraging. If it is giving, give 
generously. If God has given 
you leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously. And 
if you have a gift for showing 
kindness to others, do it gladly” 
(NLT).  †

Ramona Furst 
lives in North 
Bay, Ontario, 
with her husband 
and two dogs. 
She is happiest 
out-of-doors, 
hiking and skiing 

in the winter or kayaking on 
Georgian Bay.
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Many of us start writing only after 
children are raised and careers have 

slowed down. A little unsure of ourselves, 
we begin with relatively narrow inten-
tions and limited expectations. We picture 
solitary readers curled up in their favourite 
chairs reading our work. However, many 
consumers of words do not fit that familiar 
image. Throughout 2022, I’ll explore some 
ideas in a series of columns designed to 
help you increase your reach. In this one, 
I’ll touch on podcasts and audiobooks. 

A quick internet search reveals that the 
number of people listening to, rather 
than reading, content is snowballing. Text 
media certainly has its place but demands 
a lot from readers. It’s impossible to 
drive, cook, cut grass, or shovel snow with 
a book or tablet in hand. Along with 
freeing up our hands, listening to audio 
offers two opposite benefits. It can soothe 
and distract us when incessant thoughts 
agitate us. It can also stimulate and 
inform us when mundane menial work 
bores us mightily.

Writers have easy access to two audio 
formats. Podcasts suit short forms like 
stories and devotionals, while audiobooks 
work better for more substantial works 
like novels and memoirs. Both formats 
require some adjustments to style and 
technique from those employed in text 
presentation. Listening is more linear than 
reading. This makes it harder to “flip back” 
to check a fact or a character’s name. 

Consequently, writers for acoustic media 
need to keep names simple and discrete. 
Karen and Sharon look different but 
sound remarkably similar. Dialogue attri-
butions need to be more frequent in audio 
formats because the listener can’t see the 
paragraph breaks that help readers keep 
the speakers straight.

Both long and short audio works are 
similar in that they call for

• Consistent pronunciations (either 
anglicize all foreign words or use 
authentic accents)

• Clear diction (speak more clearly and 
crisply than in normal conversation)

• Uniform sound levels (unevenness 
creates an unnecessary distraction)

• Avoidance of popping plosives and 
hissing sibilants (you don’t want to 
irritate your audience)

Consider some critical differences between 
podcasts and audiobooks. 

• The audio quality bar is lower for pod-
casts. Download a free audio program 
onto your computer, plug a USB 
microphone (less than $100) into it, and 
record. When you’re finished, upload the 
file to a podcast service or social media. 

• Audiobooks require some dedicated 
high-end recording gear, familiar-
ity with technical production terms, 

and relatively high proficiency with 
the advanced features of your audio 
program. You’ll probably need to farm 
this out to an audio professional. 

• Most people voice their own podcasts, 
but audiobooks call for a more polished, 
professional presentation. You can safely 
ask interested listeners to tolerate five 
minutes of amateur production with 
an untrained voice. But, if you’re going 
to ask them to commit to fifteen hours 
listening to an audiobook they pur-
chased, you’ll want to make the listening 
experience as pleasant as possible. 

Some friends in the writing business 
report that audiobooks account for close 
to half of their revenue. They also say 
that a few years ago, audiobooks reached 
principally the 30-59 age demographic. 
Now, that audience has stretched to 
include the 18-29-year-old cohort. 
Another shift worth noting is that roughly 
equal numbers of men and women listen 
to audio content, while text is consumed 
more by women than men (at a ratio of 
about 4:1). If you want to reach more men, 
get your writing into an audio format.

Space doesn’t allow me to get into more 
details on production and marketing in 
this article, but that’s okay. My goal is to 
encourage you to consider increasing the 
reach of your words by giving them the 
advantage of being heard as well as seen. †

Ron Hughes has spent his 
work life in media, mostly 
as a writer/producer. Along 
with hundreds of radio 
scripts, articles, and short 
stories, he has written three 
nonfiction books. As both 
a speaker and writer, Ron 

seeks to encourage people to recognize 
and develop their strengths, whether 
spiritual, creative, or personal.

The Listening Audience
By Ron Hughes

Increase Your Reach
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Becoming a Hope Dealer
By Bob Jones

Brantt Myhres was an NHL player 
who spent more time in the penalty 

box than on the ice. He was an enforcer, 
a fighter for over a dozen NHL teams. 
At 6’4”, he weighed in at 220 pounds, the 
heavyweight champion of the NHL. His 
teammates loved him, often paying his 
penalty fines because he protected them 
from opposing enforcers. Opponents 
hated and feared him. They were often one 
punch away from a career-ending injury. 
In his memoir, Pain Killer, he described 
how, during his playing days, he was 
hopelessly addicted to alcohol and cocaine. 
He revealed that he was most dangerous 
on the ice while he was using. Failure 
after tragedy made him believe he would 
never find the bottom, but when he did, he 
turned to God and went into rehab. 
Brantt says, "The only way out is hope. 
Hope is the conviction that you don’t 
have to fix a lifetime of mistakes in one 
day. It’s the belief that, if you put enough 
of those days together, they’ll add up to 
something better.”
Are you familiar with the declaration 
“Hope is not a strategy”?  Harvard Busi-
ness School begs to disagree.
In 2010 Harvard published a study about 
leadership hope. The author, Marshall 
Gantz, wrote about the responsibility to 
combine the tensions of the world’s pain 
with the experience of the world’s possibil-
ity and avoid being numbed by despair or 
deluded by optimism.  That’s hope. 
And that’s why I’m hopelessly addicted to 
writing stories about hope. There won’t be 
any sense of regret on my part if you are 
drawn into a conspiracy to become a hope 
dealer. Words create worlds. Do you feel 
called as a writer to go beyond font and 
syntax to craft pieces that lift the minds of 
readers to envision the possibilities hidden 
in plain sight? More power to you!
Hope is a feeling of trust or an expectation 
of a certain outcome. It's not a buzzword 

or a catchy slogan, but a real, genuine 
feeling of possibility that comes from 
doing the right things.

Part of writing is accepting the responsi-
bility to portray hope in a way that enables 
others to achieve in the face of uncertainty.

Hope is not always a guarantee for success. 
However, anyone can use the slight-
est amount of hope to chip away at the 
barriers of reality and impossibility. Brene 
Brown says, “Hope is not an emotion; it’s 
a way of thinking or a cognitive process. 
Emotions play a supporting role, but hope 
is really a thought process made up of a 
trilogy of goals, pathways, and agency.” 

In my book You’re Going to be OK, there are 
11 stories of women who faced child-
hood sexual abuse, cancer, mental illness, 
loss, and death. When I spoke with them 
about their experiences, they all said that 
during their traumas they wished someone 
had told them they were going to be OK. 
That’s hope.

Hope is created at the intersections of 1) 
passion, a desire for something greater; 2) 
perseverance, the need to prevail against 
great odds; and 3) faith, the belief that 

there could be something greater beyond 
those odds. 

Hope is not wishful thinking. It is not 
whistling in the dark or pretending prob-
lems don't exist. Hope knows problems 
don't last forever.

Hope embraces reality. When you look 
around you, what you see can be discour-
aging, but facts are your friends. Anchor 
yourself in everyday reality. Write in such 
a way that you gift courage to others to 
face it, name it, and acknowledge what is 
happening around them. Call it out. 

Hope does not wear rose-coloured glasses. 
Living out of reality may make the task 
look harder, but it will cause you to lean 
into God for help—and that’s always a 
good thing. 

And when your plans succeed, all the 
greater glory to God. †

Bob Jones writes REVwords 
not just because he is a 
REVerend but because of 
the REVitalizing influence 
of words. https://revwords.
com/

RevWords

https://revwords.com/
https://revwords.com/
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Ruth: Why did you feel like 
your newest book, Keeping 
Hope Alive: Devotions for 
Strength in the Storm, needed to 
be written?
Grace:  I wrote the book for 
people who are experiencing a 
storm and just need something 
small, short, and doable they 
can read.
Ruth: How were your writing 
and ministry affected by the 
pandemic?
Grace: During the pandemic, 
travel was shut down and min-
istries were canceled. This was 
disappointing, but it allowed 
me to be home to write. What 
came out of the pandemic was 
a three-book series. Finding 
Hope in Crisis: Devotions to 
Calm the Chaos came out in 
2020. Keeping Hope Alive: 
Devotions for Strength in the 
Storm launched in March 
2021. In the fall, Fresh Hope for 
Today: Devotions for Joy on the 
Journey will be released.
Ruth: You live full-time on a 
sailboat. What lessons can you 
draw that relate to the storms 
of life we face?
Grace: I grew up on the Prai-
ries (Alberta). So, being in the 
water is not comfortable for me. 
But I married a man who grew 
up on the waterfront. He knows 
the water. He knows the wind. 
He knows how to read all the 
tide charts and everything.
When we end up on the 
water, and the weather gets 
rough, my tendency is to find 
a railing and hang on for dear 
life and maybe scream too. 
It’s just not comfortable, but 
if I look at my husband’s face 

and he’s calm at the helm, that 
helps keep me calm.
I think of the Bible story 
where Jesus was with His 
disciples in a boat and there 
was a big storm. Here's Jesus 
asleep, and they ask, “Don't 
you care that we’re about to 
drown?” Rather than looking 
at the wind and the waves, we 
should keep our eyes on Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace.
Ruth: What would you tell 
people who may think you 
can’t relate to the storms they 
are going through?
Grace: I had no idea when I 
wrote this book that I would, 
in essence, be writing it for 
me. I lost five friends between 
Christmas and the beginning 
of March. The oldest one was 
53. There are nine children 
between the ages of four and 
sixteen who are now short 
one parent. The same day 
my fifth friend died, which 
happens to be the anniversary 
of my father’s passing, my only 
brother ended up going into 
the emergency room and being 
put on a ventilator. We need 
to know how to get through 
because it’s hard!
Ruth: What is the equation 
you use to remind you of God’s 
way to handle storms?
Grace: Philippians 4:6-7 are 
wonderful verses.
Don’t Worry + Pray + Thank 
God = Peace
When the scenario is darkest, 
we need to be the most grate-
ful because there are hormones 
and chemicals (serotonin and 
dopamine) that are released in 
our brain when we give thanks. 

God knows that because He 
created our bodies.
Ruth: Your books are about 
hope. What are some practical 
ways we can share hope  
with others?
Grace: We can bring hope into 
other people's lives by listen-
ing to them as they share their 
hearts with us. Sometimes all 
they need is a listening ear. 
We can bring hope by bring-
ing a hot meal to somebody. 
Sometimes we can bring hope 
when somebody’s name pops 
into our head during the day, 
by texting them and sending 
them a little message saying, 
“You’re on my mind. I hope 
you’re having a good day.” 
Ruth: What if we ourselves 
are feeling hopeless? How 
do we trust God during our 
hopelessness?
Grace: One thing we can do 
is ask God what He wants us 
to learn. Many years ago, I was 
a young mom in her 20s. My 
husband and I were living in 
a little village in Nepal. My 
husband was a civil engineer 
working on a hydro project. 
We had a little boy, and I was 
pregnant with our second 
child. It was hard out there! 
I went through significant 
culture shock. I discovered it’s 
hard learning another lan-
guage. We were isolated. When 
our second child was born by 
c-section, she was born with 
hydrocephalus. The doctors 
told us we had to go back to 
North America. We were 12 
hours away from the airport.
The airline refused me as a 
passenger because I had just 

had a c-section. They also said 
they didn’t want a baby less 
than two weeks old on the 
plane. When my husband told 
me this, I felt like my world 
had fallen apart because my 
baby was probably going to die. 
My husband wrapped the baby 
in a blanket, and I gave him a 
bottle of expressed breast milk. 
He had a diaper bag over his 
shoulder, and he left. 
I remember laying on the bed 
and crying because I didn’t 
know if I would see my little 
girl alive again. I cried out to 
God, “What is it you want me 
to learn from this?” As I lay 
there, the lyrics of a hymn I 
learned as a child came to my 
mind, “Great is Thy Faithful-
ness.” God didn’t promise me 
that she would live, and He 
didn't promise me that, if she 
lived, she'd have a great quality 
of life. He promised me that 
He would be faithful so that 
no matter what happened, 
whether she lived or died, He 
would be faithful to see my 
little family through. He would 
carry us.
My daughter did live. She went 
through ten surgeries in the 
first couple of years of life. She 
had meningitis when she was 
11 months old. She was mis-
diagnosed two or three times 
before they finally figured out 
what was wrong. That promise 
of God’s faithfulness was what 
I hung onto.
Ruth: Thank you, Grace, for 
sharing God’s hope. We look 
forward to learning more from 
you during our InScribe Fall 
Conference!  †

Interview with Grace Fox
By Ruth L. Snyder

Grace Fox
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Writing a Clean Novel
By "Reno" Ruth Anderson

I read a lot of books. Serious-
ly, I am addicted to reading. 

My favourite novel genre is a 
police procedural mystery with 
a little adventure thrown in. 
Not blood and guts—and defi-
nitely not evil or horror—but 
the idea of following a series of 
clues to discover the answer to 
a puzzle. Writers like Henning 
Markell’s Wallander series, 
or Ruth Rendell’s Wexford 
series. Even Ake Edwardson 
or Arnaldur Indridason keep 
me reading. 
When I went to write my first 
novel, I wondered, “How do I 
create a mystery that intrigues 
readers without titillating 
them? How do I write a clean 
adventure mystery novel?” If 
I wanted to give up my moral 
compass, I could write all sorts 
of nefarious details to create 
a blood-curdling story. Yet I 
wanted to write a novel with 
elements of mystery, adventure, 
and world travel in a whole-
some God-glorifying way. 
I struggled with this ques-
tion: How do we, as Christian 
writers, share the Good News 
(and I mean GOOD) with 
our readers while still keeping 
them intrigued in our plots 
and our characters? How 
do we glorify God with our 
written words when includ-
ing characters who are not 
following God? My Bible tells 
me God wants me to glorify 
Him in all things. Philippians 
4:8 admonishes us to look at 
what is lovely, praiseworthy, 
and excellent. Think on such 
things. Then, how do I write a 
mystery novel?

Some Christian writers have 
done this fairly well, but I 
must admit I find many of 
the storylines of Christian 
novels rather insipid, my own 
included! Yes, I am a book 
snob, but I want good writing, 
a clever plot, and characters to 
whom I can relate. 
How do we create a clever 
plot without being bland? This 
matters because our writings 
are seen as part of who we 
are as Christian authors, the 
very label already setting up a 
barrier for many readers. As a 
Christian believer who wants 
to glorify God in everything, 
how do I create characters that 
show God’s way in this world 
despite the main character 
stumbling across a dead nun, 
dealing with the police, and 
having a mother in an abusive 
relationship? Can I show my 
readers how God can change 

lives and protect His much-
loved children? 

As I beta reader, I was recently 
sent a manuscript labelled a 
Christian novel. I read the 
first page and could not read 
any further. I now specify that 
I will not beta read horror, 
“Christian horror” (oxymo-
ron?) or not. The writer had 
created, on the very first page, 
a world so godless and full of 
evil and horror that I have to 
wonder about their mental 
status. Was it good writing? 
Yes, it was, strangely enough. 
It was good enough that, if I 
think about that page, shivers 
run up my spine and I have to 
stop to focus on “what is lovely 
and praiseworthy, etc.” instead.

That is my struggle: honouring 
God while writing about our 
broken world without sound-
ing preachy, weak, or by even 

building up the brokenness in 
a way that glorifies it. If I can, 
with a clever plot, interesting 
characters, and good writing, 
craft a story showing how 
someone can follow God plus 
deal with adventurous and 
stressful circumstances, then 
perhaps I will be sharing the 
Good News with my writing. 

As Christian writers, we want 
to use our God-given talents 
to bring readers to a place 
where they know they have or 
can have a relationship with 
a loving, forgiving God. Our 
writing should be good, excel-
lent, and praiseworthy and 
show that God is waiting to 
love and forgive us, even when 
we are broken. Our writing 
must never make God weep.

Am I fooling myself ? I think 
not. First Corinthians 9:22 
says, “I try to find common 
ground with everyone, doing 
everything I can to save some.” 
I want to write a novel that is 
so intriguing the non-believing 
reader sees God in a new light. 
If I can’t do this with my clean 
adventure novels, I might as 
well give up writing novels. 
And that would make me 
weep, too.  †

“Reno” Ruth 
Anderson, a 
writer of novels, 
Bible studies, 
cookbooks, 
non-fiction, and 
even poetry. Her 

work can be found on Amazon 
or her website www.thefew.
world She lives in Delisle, SK.
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The Kolbe Index and the Writers
By Colleen McCubbin

Understanding How We’re Wired to Write

Sometimes writers need all the help they 
can get. 

The Kolbe Index is one tool that can 
help kickstart both seasoned writers and 
aspiring authors into accomplishing their 
writing goals.

Charity Mongrain, a writer, pastor, and 
Kolbe Index consultant, says, “The Kolbe 
Index opened my brain to go, ‘That’s why 
this happened in my life and that’s why 
that happened.’ Then what really unlocked 
it for me was taking the Kolbe B assess-
ment, which tells how your job impacts 
your life. I lost my job during COVID 
and I realized I had been super stressed 
in that job, and the Kolbe Index showed 
it was conative stress. I loved the people 
I worked with, but I was being asked to 
work against how God made me. The 
biggest kicker was when I got a free Kolbe 
assessment and gave it to my sister. We are 
opposites. I went, ‘This is going to stop so 
many arguments between us.’ And finally, 
I realized, ‘This is a tool that I can use in 
my coaching, in my pastoral work, and in 
my consulting. I’m in.’ That’s when I got 
certified.”

She has done 60 assessments to date, 
either as primary or secondary consultant. 
Many of her clients are writers, includ-
ing pastors, who do a lot of writing such 
as sermons and blogs. The assessment 
helps them understand how they function 
best and how to create the conditions to 
facilitate the writing process and produce 
their best work.

The Kolbe Index is organized into four 
categories. FactFinder is how you gather 
facts, data. FollowThrough is how you sort 
and organize your world. QuickStart is 
how you deal with risks and uncertain-
ties. Implementor is how you deal with 
tangibles. A score out of 10 is given in 
each category.

The numbers don’t show value; 1 isn’t less 
than 10 in terms of worth. Rather, the 
numbers indicate how much energy you 
have for a particular category. Each zone 
has its own strength. You have the ability 
to be in any zone, but you are freest in the 
zone you score in. The further you have to 
operate from your actual score, the more 
conative stress you’re going to feel. 

Charity explains conative stress this way: 
“There are three parts to our brain. We 
usually know two parts: cognitive—the 
part that learns, and affective—the feeling 
part, the personality. But there’s a third 
part, the conative—the doing, the drive, 
the innate energy. This is the way you’re 
made to solve problems. So, we’re all three 
parts: what we know, how we feel, and 
how we’re wired. Conative stress is when 
you’re trying to do something in a way 
that’s against how you’re wired.” 

Some writers are in the 1 to 3 zone of 
FactFinder. That’s the resisting end and 
they simplify. Charity says out of the 
60 people she has tested, there were 
less than five in this zone. Most writers 
were medium or long in FactFinding. In 
FollowThrough and QuickStart, writers 
are all over the map. What Charity found 

most interesting among writers is that 
there are not a lot of Implementors. Most 
writers are very short on this, scoring 5 or 
below. 

Writers can find their best ways to work 
when understanding their conative needs.

Charity always tells high FactFinders, 
“It’s okay to say, ‘I need time to go figure 
this out.’” She adds, “People who are high 
FollowThrough need checklists, a sched-
ule. QuickStarts need to live with margin 
because they want to stop one task and 
go to another when that idea comes. And 
Implementors need to see it to believe it. 
They need the tangible and physical.” 

For instance, Charity is writing a book and 
working with an illustrator while doing it. 
The illustrator is extremely organized and a 
high FactFinder. “Not who I am at all. I’m 
not even done writing my book. Conven-
tional wisdom might say I shouldn’t be 
working with an illustrator yet, but for my 
QuickStart energy, that’s what I need. It’s 
actually helping inform my writing. We’re 
all unique and different, but it doesn’t mean 
we can’t create a book. How we get there 
just might look different.” 

The Kolbe Index assessment can help us 
recognize and celebrate our differences and 
get us where our writing is meant to go.

Colleen McCubbin is a 
writer and publisher, who 
has helped authors bring 
more than 20 books into 
the world. In 2020, Charity 
joined Colleen’s endeav-

our as an author and an author coach. 
The Kolbe assessment is one of the first 
things they do with a new author. It helps 
provide insights and clarify expectations 
for who the author is and how they work. 
One author said he bought a new shelf 
for his office when he understood his 
FollowThrough score! Watch Colleen & 
Charity’s original interview: https://vimeo.
com/697847097.

Image: Kolbe Corp.
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2022 FALL CONTEST
Submission Deadline:

Midnight August 15, 2022

•	 Open to all current members of InScribe Christian Writers’ Fellowship
•	 Offered each year in conjunction with InScribe’s Fall Conference
•	 Members are not required to attend Fall Conference to enter the contest
•	 Submit only new, original, unpublished work.
•	 No simultaneous submissions accepted, i.e., do not send same manuscript to 

another contest
•	 Enter as many times and in as many categories as you wish, but do not en-

ter the same piece in more than one category
•	 Entries must strictly adhere to the guidelines stipulated for each category
•	 The required Entrance Fee of $30 per entry (includes professional critique) 

must accompany each submission
•	 Entrance Fee is waived for those 18 years of age and under
•	 Cash Prizes and Award Certificates are presented to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place 

winners in each category, and Award Certificates may be presented to Hon-
ourable Mentions in some/all categories

•	 Judges are chosen from professional writers
•	 Entries are evaluated according to a scoring rubric. Rubrics will be posted on 

the website
•	 A minimum number of entries will be required to keep each category open
•	 Acceptance of a prize grants First North American Serial Rights to InScribe
•	 Categories are: 
  Poetry – any style, up to 40 lines
  Devotional – max 400 words
  Adult Fiction – Short Story, max 1500 words
  Essay – on a current issue, from a Christian perspective, max 1500 words

Contest Details, Guidelines, Entry Form
will be posted in May 2022

https://inscribe.org/

Write in Season
To everything there is a season,

A time for every purpose under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Photo by Brett Sayles (Pexels)



Purchasing, Publishing, Supporting: your source for independent works

PageMaster is a complete Canadian publishing service  championing works of life, diversity and hope

11340-120 Street Edmonton T5G 0W5

780-425-9303
hello@pagemaster.ca

https://pagemaster.ca

Canadian independent publishing:

Shop our unique collection: •	
https://PageMasterPublishing.ca

Publish: •	 https://pagemaster.ca/contact  
and see how we can help your project

Share your skills:  •	
https://pagemaster.ca/freelance

A sampling of books produced by PageMaster
 763 books available through PageMasterPublishing.ca 

Out of Bondage
~Adolphus Kootenay

Kootenay writes of his 
experience in Indian Religion 
and how he turned onto the 
path leading to the Kingdom 
of God.
ISBN 0973390018

Hitchhiking 
in the Hospital

~Shirley A. Serviss
A collection of poems in search 
of meaning in an acute-care 
hospital. 
ISBN 0-9737674-1-3

View from the Veranda
~A.J. Gurba

Follow an ethnic German family 
through this turbulent period in 
history, searching for the freedom 
that so many hold dear.
ISBN  978-1-77354-358-1

We Are Mars
~Jileane Stokland

The presence of man’s 
inventions cluttering the land 
had warmed and, despite the 
still-frigid air, had condensed 
into unnatural pools.
ISBN 978-1897544-97-6

F r o m co n c e p t t o d e l i v e ry

Run, Hide, Don’t Freeze!
~Dave Ainsworth

Teaches children how to safely 
respond in an active shooter 
situation with the help of the 
book’s stars, Thomas and Jake 
the Rabbit.
ISBN 9781773541419 

God Who Works in You
~ Kamilia Gharbawi

My prayer is that God touches 
with His love your heart… An 
Arabic invitation.
978-1-897544-15-0 

The Complete Chicken’s 
Guide to Financial 
Security

~John Yamamoto
The ultimate guide on the 
best strategies to protect from 
financial dangers and risks.
ISBN 0968788645

Missing U, Neighbor!
~Layla R. Ford

An Edu-taining Cross-Border 
Romp. What happens when 
a Canadian couple decides 
to spend their winters in the 
American Southwest? 
ISBN 9781773540733

UnSocial Media
~Wade Sorochan

Virtual World Causing Real 
World Anxiety: how social 
media can impact our lives and 
those around us.
ISBN 9781988048604

Promise in the Void
~Eileen MacDonald

Where the land should heal its 
own people, war has left them 
torn and incomplete.
ISBN 9781773540269

The Spotted Horse
~Yvonne Owen

It is western Canada in the 
1870s and very different 
cultures are set to intertwine.
ISBN 9781927588949

Here’s Looking at You, 
Kids: Michael Curtiz and 
His Hidden Families

~Ilona Ryder
The life, work, and hidden 
families of legendary film 
director Michael Curtiz. 
ISBN 9780987722416

The God Kind of Love
~Lee Updike

As children of God, love should 
be a predominant feature in 
our nature and character. 
ISBN 978-1-927588-69-7

The Battle for Kingdom 
Identity: Our Spiritual 
Authority

~Dr. Velma White
A brief overview of mankind’s 
history and their quest to 
regain their true identity.
9781927588925

Pure at heart
~Dr. Simon Sheh

A life changing handbook 
about overcoming sexual 
addiction and achieving sexual 
purity.
 
ISBN 0-9781579-0-7



INSCRIBE FALL CONFERENCE 2022
SEPT 22-SEPT 24, 2022
Providence Renewal Centre

3005 119 Street NW
Edmonton, Alberta T6J 5R5

Fall Conference Registration Includes:
Thursday Night Mixer

Keynote Presentations
Friday & Saturday Sessions
Friday Lunch
Friday Evening Banquet

        (Individual/Guest Tickets available)

        (Guest Tickets Available)

Awards Ceremony
Saturday Lunch
Panel Discussions
Networking
Blue Pencil Sessions
Book Table Sales
Author Readings

Fall Conference Online Registration 
opens June 2022

http://inscribe.org.fall-conference/.

Write in Season
To everything there is a season,

A time for every purpose under heaven
Grace Fox is the author of 12 books, a member of the “First 5” writing team
(P31 Ministries) and a contributor to Guideposts’ annual devotional,
Mornings With Jesus. She also co-hosts the podcast “Your Daily Bible Verse.”
A career missionary for nearly 30 years, Grace lives aboard a sailboat in
Vancouver, British Columbia. Married in 1982, she and her husband
celebrate three grown kids and eleven grandchildren. 

Her latest release, Keeping Hope Alive: Devotions for Strength in the Storm,
is available wherever Christian books are sold. 

Keynote Speaker:
Grace Fox

Some sessions will be available virtually
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